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Benefit show an important and successful event 


Julie Konyndyk 
Layout Editor 


he majority of Redeemer’s 

walls are plastered with 

hand drawn flyers, pale 

pink advertisements, 
and month-old campaign posters. 
The usual “Hot Spot at 8” or 
“Movie Night in the Rec Centre” 
announcements make our walls 
into post-it covered bulletin boards 
— bulletin boards that are easy 
to ignore. However, In between 
dashes down the hall from one class 
to the next an image emerged from 
the pale-pink and blue wallpaper. It 
was poster of a woman — eyes wide 
in fear, with a rough hand covering 
her mouth. Underneath, simply the 
words I AM COMING. 

As the week went on, | learned 
that I AM COMING was a benefit 
concert/ art show being held 
at Redeemer in order to raise 
awareness about the ever growing 


problem that is the sex-trade. 
Last Friday night, I attended the 
concert, and realized just how 


appropriately powerful that poster 
was. Being relatively unaware of the 
organization, I went to the concert 
with journalistic duty in mind, but 
soon realized this was likely one 
of the more important events in 


Redeemer’s recent history. 

The event, organized by first 
year student Jenn Standish, was 
a coffeehouse style show. Loosely 
hung white lights were suspended 
from the ceiling, eclectic lamps were 
placed around the caf, and simple 
candle centrepieces were placed on 
each table. As guests made way to 
their seats, some stopped to look at 
the art work by fellow students that 
was commissioned specifically for 
the show — powerful pieces of hope, 
despair, isolation and redemption. 

The show commenced with 
a short video which wasted no 
time in getting to the heart of the 
matter. Startling statistics shook the 
audience into quiet contemplation 
— 800 000 girls are kidnapped from 
their homes and sold into the sex 
trade every year, that works out to 
2200 girls a year. Girls as young as 
5 are stolen from their families, and 
raped for pay until disease or abuse 
takes them to an early grave. It was 
with this disquieting data in mind 
that the night proceeded to balance 
the despair and urgency of the issue 
with the notion of hope. 

‘The performances from musical 
guests Josiah Jackson and Turn off 
the Stars drew from these places of 
crippling despair and promising 
optimism. Singer songwriter 
Josiah Jackson channelled his 
inner Joshua Radin to give a crowd 


pleasing performanee of mellow 
contemplative tunes. Turn off the 
Stars, who’ve pre ; dusly opened 
for big names like The Tea Party 
and Switchfoot, feminded me 
of everyone from §$tabilo to The 
Strokes. As they samg “you take 


reminded that all of 
own personal rede 
and it is with that le 
we are to SOBs i 
sexual slavery. 

Some of the more powerful 
moments in the night were from 
speaker and founder Jay Brock, as he 
spoke directly to our demographic, 
putting the immensity of the 
problem in terms young adults 
could relate to./ He broke down 
the three main reasons why the sex 
trade continues to grow — It is a lack 
of knowledge, a lack of resource 
and a lack of political support. He 
also gave his audience direct means 
of making progress. “You don’t 
have money” he said “but you have 
energy — use it’. The outlets for a 
response are many — supporters can 
sign the declaration, buy charity 
rings, create events of their own, 
teach others, educate, and be brave 
in the face of the storm. For more 
information on the | AM COMING 


organization, visit iamcoming.org 
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Break-ins Inspire Action 


Security issues discussed at 
town hall meetin 


Miranda DeRooy 
Senior Staff Writer 


own hall meeting was 
held by Student Senate 
on Saturday, March 3 to 
iscuss the security on 


campus primarily due to the break- 
ins that took place oyer reading 
break. 

Security for many students has 
been an issue for a long time; 
students are either not aware of 
what Security actually does or they 
do not agree with how involved 
Security is. Many questions were 
raised as to what Security is capable 
of, the training they have received, 
and how well they actually do their 
jobs. 

It became quite clear that since the 
numerous break-ins that have taken 
place in third parking lot, people 
are feeling unsafe in the dorms 
and want to know what Student 
Senate, Student Life, and Security 
are going to do about it. This is 
especially a concern because every 
time a break-in has taken place on 
campus it has been when there 
are clearly no students on campus 
(during the blackout, Christmas, 
and Reading Break). We still have 
Easter weekend to get through and 
students want a reassurance that 
security will be stepped up so that 
nothing takes place that weekend. 

Students made some suggestions 
to Senate about what they felt 
should be done about the security 
on campus. The number of hours 
that Security officers are on duty is 
a big issue for students. Currently, 
Security is on duty from 4 p.m. 
until 2 a.m., and on-call after 2 
a.m. during the week and all day 
Sunday, unless there is an event at 
the school. 

Student Senate President Craig 
Vanderveen was able to address 
this issue for students by telling 
us that the Board of Governors 
has approved the budget which 


included another Security 
Commissioner for next year, which 
means that security hours would be 
extended to 3 p.m. until 7 a.m. every 
day. This was good to hear for next 
year but students are concerned as 
to what the school will do for the 
remainder of the year. 

Another suggestion was made 
to keep the tennis court lights on 
for those people in third parking 
lot; itis very dark behind dorms 32 
to 43 and it would be very hard to 
see anyone approaching the dorms 
from there. It was also suggested 
that Security needs to start walking 
behind dorms 37 to 43 again. At 
this time, they do not patrol there 
because of the snow, but that 
problem could be eliminated by 
plowing the road to the tennis 
courts. 

Since these safety concerns are 

immediate, students discussed 
what immediate action could be 
taken even for the remainder of 
the weekend after the Saturday 
afternoon meeting. Three immediate 
solutions were decided upon. The 
first was to have male students 
volunteer to patrol campus from 2 
a.m. until 7 a.m. on Saturday and 
Sunday night. This was one effort to 
help the students in third parking 
lot feel more secure immediately. 
It was also decided that the tennis 
court lights would be put on for 
through the nights; light bulbs have 
been placed in Security's office and 
in the Rec. Centre for those dorms 
that needed to replace their porch 
bulbs. And thirdly, for those girls 
that did not feel safe to stay in their 
own dorms, dorms in first and 
second parking lot were opened 
for them to go and sleep in for the 
weekend. 

Student Senate will now be taking 
what came out of the meeting 
to Student Life and Security; 
hopefully in the next week some of 
the pressing issues will be resolved 
and students would start to feel 
safer on campus. 


Virtual Worlds as Our Actual Reality 


Miranda DeRooy 
Senior Staff Writer 


magine re-creating the world 
you live in right now... 
virtually. Imagine going to a 
place where you could do the 
same things as here, plus more, and 
not endure any real consequences 
for it. That is what Second Life is 
about. 
On Tuesday, February 27, 2007 a 
Faculty Colloquium was held by 
Dr. Derek Schuurman, Dr. Theo 
Plantinga and Dr. Wayne Norman 
called “Faith, Virtual Worlds and 
The Rise of Second Life.” These 
professors did not come to present 
an answer to a question but to raise 
and discuss questions instead. 
We learned about Second Life, 
and discussed the good and bad 
impacts it can have on our lives. 
The colloquium was well-attended 
by many staff and faculty members, 
a computer science class and a 
business class, plus other students 
who were interested in learning 
more about this new “community.” 
Second Life, an online, virtual 
world complete with careers, real 


estate, and personal identities, 
was started in 2003 and has since 
grown to include 2 million people 
around the world. Each person that 
participates in this virtual world is 
able to create an “avatar” which 
is a virtual person. Your avatar 
almost becomes a super version 
of you—an expression of who you 
really are or a creation of someone 
you wish you could be. Many 
Second Life participants actually 
have more than one avatar and log 
on as different identities at different 
times. 

Each building, piece of land, 
or article of clothing that you see 
around you in this virtual world 
was created, sold, and bought by 
other Avatars. Second Life has its 
own economy. Avatars use linden 
dollars, which is actually your own 
currency (Canadian or otherwise) 
converted into linden dollars which 
you can then spend in this virtual 
world. 

It seems strange to many of us that 
people need to recreate what they 
have in this life in a virtual life, but 
for many people this is a way for 
them to live a life that they cannot 
live in reality. We all, at some points 
in our lives, hide behind masks, 


and for some people, Second Life 
is a way to take those masks off. 
One student raised the question, is 
this not a way of encouraging those 
masks in real life? Second Life has 
become for maMy a way out—an 
escape from real life where they can 
do what they want and not have to 
worry about the consequences, 

Second Life, like our “First Life” 
has crime, sex, Marriages, adultery, 
worship services, cults, etc. The 
biggest difference in this life is that 
you do not die, even if someone 
does try to kill you. Big corporations 
have even started to advertise 
and make money in this virtual 
world. Some of these are Coca- 
Cola, MTV, Microsoft, and Reuters. 
Other companies use Second Life 
to hold virtual Meetings, training, 
and distance learning. Distance 
learning is a very interesting aspect 
of Second Life; students are able 
to take classes virtually through 
Second Life with their Avatar and 
get credit for itt Mohawk College 
has a virtual campus on Second Life 
and McMaster is not far behind. 
Should Redeemer be thinking about 
heading in the direction of having, 
virtual classrooms? Or will it be a 
detriment to students’ learning and 


communication abilities? Some say 
that it may be good to help with 
those that find it hard to talk in 
class, but it would hinder people 
from actually learning how to 
communicate properly —a skill you 
need to have when you start your 
career. 

Where do we as Christians fit 
into all of this? Where do we take 
a stand? These are hard questions 
to ask, especially for those that 
do not know a lot about what 
this virtual reality is and the final 
impact it is going to make on our 
society. Yet, these questions must be 
raised, and we need to understand 
how where we should stand as 
Christians. Dr. Schuurman brought 
up a good question: should we as 
Christians be where the people 
are? Should we be going on Second 
Life, representing Christians, 
building churches and redeeming 
this virtual world? These are 
questions that are hard to answer. 
Syd Hielema asked if this was a 
place where we could have some 
great evangelism opportunities as 
Christians. Is it possible for this 
virtual community to become a 
worshipping community? Or could 
this Second Reality be a depiction of 


a modern day Tower of Babel? 

On the other side of things, Dr. 
Plantinga and Dr. Norman really 
spoke to the fact that some of this 
is “very disturbing” and something 
that we need to learn about and 
take a stand on. There are many 
implications to having something 
like this in peoples’ lives. People 
can get addicted to it or detached 
from real life, forgetting that they 
are still a living being within this 
“first life.” There are psychological 
implications as well; people 
mentally, physically, and spiritually 
plunge themselves into Second Life 
and it will eventually affect who 
they are. Second Life certainly has 
both good and bad aspects and 
implications, and it is something 
that we need to wrestle with 
ourselves. 

For those of you who want more 
information or want to learn more 
visit i and 
join some Redeemer students in 
a discussion forum, You can find 
that on the Moodle website under 
Miscellaneous courses—Faith and 
Virtual Worlds. 
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Redeewerites Take a Bite Oud of the B 


Glulla Glancola 
Special to the Crown 


™ ver Reading Break the 
RUC Art Department 
started what will hopefully 

, be an annual tradition 

-a trip to New York City — to 

experience the art and life of one 

of the world’s most important 

cultural centres. 

When people say they want a 
perfect holiday they usually mean 
that they want everything to go 
their way...’ perfectly’. But a perfect 
holiday is one where typical things 
that should happen, happen. For 
instance, on our Art Trip to New 
York several interesting things 
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happened that are perfectly New 
Yorkish. 

Our subway ride from Jersey City 
to midtown was kind of sketchy. 
There was an odd odour to it and 
although most of the commuters 
seemed friendly enough, the 
subway station looked old and 
run down. Perfect! But Times 
Square was a totally different 
story. It was dizzying. We stood 
in the centre of the square, which 
is really a rectangle, wide eyed, 
mouths agape, slowly doing 
360’'s. The lights, the colossal ads 
and the waste of electricity were 
astoundingly beautiful. Perfect! 
We took pictures. As we walked we 
came upon St. Patrick’s Cathedral. 
It was closed for the night but next 
time Erma [Luis] visits New York 
she'll be taking in a mass there for 


sure, 

Next morning 10 students and 
their Captain (Chris Cuthill) made 
their way to the Metropolitan 
Museum of Art by foot while his 
wife Dawn and I took the bus. 
The young ones took the long cut 
through Central Park, climbing 
over the schist (large protruding 
rock), running like Phoebe from 
‘Friends’ and taking pictures in the 
cold for about 40 blocks. Perfect! 
The “Met” is a labyrinth of galleries 
that lead you from one priceless 
piece of artwork to another. We saw 
elaborate medieval relics, one of 
which had Mary Magdalene’s tooth! 
There were numerous mummies 
and sarcophaguses that lined the 
walls of the galleries. There was 
even a temple that was brought 
over from Egypt with Italian 
graffiti on it. The Greek and Roman 
sculpture garden was inspiring and 
the Renaissance paintings that we 
have learned about in Art 103 were 
right in front of us. Perfect! 

After the Met we split up. Some 
of us went shopping and some of 
us went to China Town to celebrate 
the Chinese New Year. This time 
the subway ride wasn’t too bad; as a 
Mariachi band in black felt cowboy 
hats serenaded us and then passed 
the hat. When the next stop arrived 
they all yelled ‘Olay’ and jumped to 
the next car. Perfect! In China Town 
Annie’s [Ling] Mandarin came in 
handy as she ordered a succulent 
Chinese feast of duck, dumplings 
and other dishes that we chose not 
to ask the ingredients of. It was so 
cold and dark but we found our way 
to Mott Street where we could feel 
the pulse of this exciting culture. 
Booming confetti rockets were 
exploding all around us. Children 


bed 
were laughing and screaming 7 


delight. Bright foil streamers were 
flying from the balconies above 
us, and the lights of the shops and 
lanterns made it look like day. The 
sweet aromas from the bakeries 
and teashops were so alluring that 
we had to stop in and sample some. 
A little boy ran around in a dragon’s 
costume trying to scare the grown 
ups. Perfect! 

As we left the lights of China 
Town to make our way to the 
legendary CBGB’s rock club (which 
we soon discovered had closed 
down months ago), we noticed 
that the surrounding streets had 
that familiar air of oxidation. The 
colours of the buildings were faded 
and dull and we did not feel very 
safe walking in the dark. Although 
we were prepared with our token 
five-dollar bill, in case we were 
mugged, no mugging occurred. 
Perfect! On the way back to the 
hotel we were heartbroken to see 
several homeless people wrapped 
up in worn blankets sleeping in 
rows in the warm subway station. 
No pictures were taken, just silent 
prayers were given. 

Day three we went to Macy’s. 
Here’s a shopping tip for you: 
when you go to Macy’s, go to the 
visitors office with Canadian ID 
and you'll receive an 11% discount 
card to use towards your purchases. 
After Macy’s it was the Museum of 
Modern Art. It was amazing to 
see countless ground breaking 
masterpieces: Seurat’s pointillism, 
The Starry Night by Van Gogh, 
Cézanne’s Still Life with Fruit Dish, 
Gauguin’s eclectic colours, Picasso’s 
Les Desmoiselles d'Avignon, Matisse, 
Dali -- and that’s just a few that are 
on the fifth floor. The fourth floor 


Senior Students Say: Bonjour trou trance! 


fter having grown up in 

a conservative, Christian, 
Canadian household, 

f tthe move to Western 
Europe's free-spirited, non- 
religious, “open” culture allowed 
for what is commonly known 
as “culture shock.” Thanks to 
the experiences of others, most 
of us were prepared for a world 
and a lifestyle that is completely 
opposite to the kind of world in 
which we grew up, but there are 
always some things for which 
you cannot be prepared. Some of 
these experiences have been more 
harmless than others, but we have 
learned to apply humour to many 
situations in order to make life in 
Western Europe, more specifically 
Paris, France, an easier transition. 
In terms of food, we have 
learned to be both experimental 
and cautious. In Canada, milk 
is a very popular beverage at all 
times of day. Here in Paris, people 
have milk only in their cereal at 
breakfast. They get the rest of their 


calcium from yoghurt and cheese 
— lots and lots of cheese. (Speaking 
of cheese, although some of it may 
stink, it is usually the best-tasting 
stuff. No plastiscene cheddar to 
be found here — Emmental is the 
cheese of choice.) Parisian milk 
primarily comes in cartons — yes, 
boxes — and can be found adjacent 
to the bottled water. That's right; it 
is non-refrigerated milk in boxes. 
Bienvenue a Paris. Furthermore, 
in Canada, peanut butter is readily 
available, whereas Parisians’ spread 
of choice is Nutella. You can find 
Nutella everywhere: your local 
bakery, dollar store, and crépe- 
maker. Also, at every créperie you 
will find an assortment of food 
items that can be put in your crépe: 
cheese, ham, eggs, sugar, butter, 
cinnamon, bananas, and — of course 
— Nutella. We are trying to limit 
ourselves to one crépe per week; 
however, we are rather certain that 
crépes constitute a food group. Just 
as crépes form a food group, wine, 
in Paris, is also a necessity. In some 


restaurants, it is cheaper to buy a 
glass of wine than a bottle of water, 
ajuice, ora pop! There is an endless 
variety and each restaurant prides 
itself on its wine cave - a room 
where hundreds of bottles of wine 
wait to be chosen by a customer. 
Another popular daily must-have 
is the baguette. At first, we thought 
that baguettes were only a sloppy, 
inaccurate cliché of Parisians, but 
even the locals eatthem. Alors, we 
fit right in! Speaking of foods that 
start with “b,” boeuftek (a.k.a. steak) 
is ... not quite the same as Canadian 
beef. If you're looking for something 
to sink your teeth into, you're going 
to want to choose a hunk of cheese 
or a chewy baguette. John Reinink 
(a.k.a. farm-boy) for those of you 
who know him understand that 
this 6’2” lumbering gazelle is a 
true appreciator of a good, thick, 
hearty steak. Needless to say, he 
is suffering from vache-withdrawal 
(“vache” = cow). A Parisian steak is 
basically grilled ground beef and 
no matter to what degree you ask 
for it to be cooked, it will always 
bleed. Overall, the differences in 
food appreciations, though entirely 
dissimilar, have proven to be more 
of a delight than a shock and, for 
that reason, we can honestly say 
that we are enjoying Paris. 

Our Parisian living arrangements 
have also left us all delightfully 
surprised. We really did not know 
what to expect when we arrived 
at La Fondation Marjolin, but it 
has been a pleasurable experience 
thus far. We have our own rooms 
that are adjacent to a neighbour in 
order to share a shower and a toilet. 
The bedrooms allow more space 
than Redeemer has ever given us! 
The bathrooms, however, do not 
really follow “North American” 
standards. For example, we girls 
have discovered why French 
women allow for their legs to 
become so hairy — there is no room 
in the shower to do anything about 


it. Even shampooing, whether male 
or female, presents to be quite the 
challenge for anyone occupying the 
1.5’ squared space. We also had to 
accustom ourselves to the round, 
shiny button on the top of every 
toilet; this is how you flush the 
toilet. We have also attempted to 
take French showers, which consist 
of 10 minutes, but you're only 
allowed to have running water for 
4 of these 10 minutes. Water here 
is extremely expensive. In some 
hostels, you could even have to pay 
2€50 for a shower! Because water 
is so expensive, doing laundry 
actually hurts. For those of you 
who are unaccustomed to paying 
for laundry services and complain 
about the $1.75 you pay per load 
at Redeemer, imagine our jaws 
plummeting towards the floor when 
we were informed that ONE load of 
laundry in Paris would cost us 4€! 
After the conversion into Canadian 
dollars, that means we're paying $6 
Canadian for ONE load of laundry. 
Because of this, we have pushed 
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has be Pollock, Warhol, 
Klee, Malevich, Mondrian, and 
more. We were all overwhelmed 
by the excess of talent that God has 
given. Perfect! We walked around 
stunned by the beauty of it all and 
reluctantly left. Sonya and Jimmy 
[Bender] promised each other they 
would come back to see more than 
the fifth floor. 

On our way to buy discount tickets 
to a Broadway show we stopped for 
some ‘street meat’. Some had the 
famous New York hot dogs but 
others, like Stephen [Siemens] and 
Nathan [Giancola] daringly set 
their mouths on fire with the spicy 
lamb Gyros. Perfect! 

Some got tickets to Avenue Q while 
others got tickets for Springtime 
Awakening and the Phantom of the 
Opera. We went for a walk and 
found skaters at the Rockefeller 
Centre, we saw Trump Towers, 
Gucci, and Versace. After devouring 
five large oven baked pizzas at 
North America’s largest pizzeria, 
we went to see our shows. Avenue Q 
was a little racy and irreverent, yet 
entertaining. Perfectly Broadway! 

The Tuesday morning before we 
left to come back home a few brave 
souls had not yet had their fill of the 
‘perfect’ New York experience, so 
Audrey [Ritsema], Erica [Wierenga] 
and Prof. Cuthill took the Staten 
Island Ferry to say hi to Lady 
Liberty. Meanwhile, Emily [Sadlier], 
Emily [Darling], Erma, Annie and 
Dawn bartered to their heart's 
content down on SoHo’s famous 
Canal Street. Our ‘perfect’ New 
York art trip will be memorable not 
just because of the things we saw or 
did, but because we shared all those 
experiences together. 


more limits than ever before, but 
these pseudo-restrictions can only 
be pushed so far. 

Speaking of limits, Paris is a very 
dirty city. Everyone has a dog, but 
the dogs are not allowed into the 
parks. At home, that is where a 
dog “does its business.” However, 
because the dogs are forbidden to 
enter the parks, the dogs are forced 
to relieve themselves in the very 
streets where we walk everyday. 
Furthermore, there is no stoop-and- 
scoop bylaw, so watching your feet 
while walking is an absolute must. 
Thankfully, there are always men 
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(and women) in bright green suits 
all over town cleaning the streets. 

Paris is full of small streets, small 
cars, and small people (we are very 
tall here). Paris is also a city full of 
commuters, Weride the metro often, 
walk even more, and never cease to 
climb stairs. We have estimated 
that the average Number of stairs 
that we climb per day hovers 
around 200! In addition, Paris is the 
fashion capital of the world. There 
is a variety of colours and styles 
from which to choose, however 
black remains the staple for every 
Parisian. Being as it is the Parisian 
winter, everyone is in their winter 
get-up. Scarves are everywhere. 
In Canada, men wear scarves, but 
not terribly often. Here, not only 
is every man wearing a scarf, but 
they're always Wearing dress shoes 
and carrying man bags! A Paris 
man wearing a scarf represents 
masculinity and dignified style, as 
opposed to the Canadian stigma 
currently attached. Canadian 
men, we're letting you know that 
Paris says it’s in style — faites-le (do 
it)! Although living in Paris is not 
exactly what we expected, this trip 
has been an amazing experience 
thus far and we really are having 
beaucoup de fun. 

Aside from all the fun and the 
laughs, Paris has also proven to be a 
challenge as well as an opportunity 
to grow in terms of our walks 
with Christ. Europe is generally 
a catholic continent, so to find a 
church in Paris that met our needs 
as Christians proved to be quite 
the task. We began our search at 
the church Dr. Rusthoven had told 
us about; an international, Baptist, 
French-speaking church that was 
very welcoming @nd friendly. And 
although we did enjoy the service 
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and the fellowship, the language 
barrier made it too difficult to 
fully receive the message and 
connect with the people there. 
We continued to explore. We had 
heard about another church in 
Paris called The American Church 
in Paris. It’s non-denominational, 
but with a Protestant background. 
It reminded us of our good ol’ CRC 
back home; we loved it. Although 
we wanted the immersion in the 
French language, this English- 
speaking church met our needs 
more appropriately. We’re getting 
involved in this church in several 
areas and are very excited to 
make some French acquaintances. 
Furthermore, every day is an 
actual battle. We are not in a 
community similar to Redeemer 
where everyone is. a Christian 
and there is a prominent focus 
on spiritual growth. Many of the 
people” living in’ our residence 
are not Christians, nor do they 


understand the Christian lifestyle. 
They assume that we are merely 
adopting the title rather than 
living the life. But, the 7 of us 
continue to be a support system 
for each other, especially because 
personal devotions are becoming 
increasingly difficult and also more 
necessary. We are nevertheless 
thankful to be here and to 
experience worship in a new place. 
We hope that you are all doing 
well in your 3 feet of snow and your 
-10 degrees Celsius weather. We're 
enjoying our +15 degrees, baguettes, 
and crépes, not to mention our non- 
refrigerated, boxed milk. Enjoy the 
rest of your semester and we'll see 
you in September. 
Au revoir, 
Les Redeemerites en France: John 
Reinink, Erica .Reitsma, Wendy 
Roberts, Ashley Thompson, Karis 
Hogendoorn, Marybeth Wideman 
and Mandy Mantel 


Pen or Portable? 


Are laptops more distracting than beneficial? 


Jordan Delleman 
Senior Staff Writer 


hey are taking over the world 

and the student world by 
force. With their compact frames 
and convenient mobility, they are 
certainly a valuable asset. And 
in the immortal words of Owen 
Wilson, “See, people will look at 
this and say ‘Look how small and 
sexy this is, not how big and huge 
this is.” They are the Bond of 
computers and they are everywhere! 

I am speaking, of course, of 
laptops—both the bane and the 
boon of classrooms. We have heard 
it all: people complaining about 
distractions and people using them 
improperly. MSN is a big draw, 
and nothing beats a good game of 
solitaire when you cannot focus on 
the teacher, 

Laptops are certainly useful 
things. For instance, when I was 
faced with a particularly hard 
exam full of obscure definitions, | 
used the find option on the Word 
Processor to ease studying. This 
was not as successful as I had 
hoped—it found some seriously 
obscure definitions—but the fact 
remains that the laptop was trying 
to help. It is also far more legible 
than many a student's scrawl— 
mine in particular. And for some, 
it is a far faster way to type; for 
certain classes, that is the most 
important thing. 

But having laptops in class can be 
detrimental: the games played, the 
noises made, the basic it-is-bright- 
s0-look-at-it distraction.... Laptops 
are certainly capable of preventing 
any notes from being taken. 

In fact, although I am a desktop 
man for life (for reasons that cannot 
be communicated), even the writing 
of this article was delayed due to 
games. I was playing Pokemon till 
3:30 in the morning, and if: being 
very proud of being in bed before 
midnight for over a month now, can 


spend all night playing a children’s 
game, cannot another person spend 
all class goofing around on their 
laptop? And MSN: |, myself, have 
been on MSN while writing a soon- 
to-be-due essay, so I can totally see 
it happening during lectures. 

But there is a flip-side to having 
a laptop in class. If a professor uses 
a tough word, a laptop user can 
spell it correctly and define it rather 
easily. And for language classes, it 
is quick and easy to translate words 
(although that may ruin the object 
of the course to use the internet...). 

To round out our discussion it is 
probably best to look in the Bible for 
something applicable. The one that 
comes to my mind most quickly is 
Matthew 5:29-30, where it says that 
if your right eye or hand causes 
you to sin, cut it off. If your laptop 
is disrupting, cut it off. Seeing as 
it is not attached to you, leave it 
at home. The problem here is self- 
discipline. I personally find that 
most people fail to apply Biblical 
principles to everything. They 
think it is not important enough. 
Well, we are here to get a Christian 
education, and if something is 
disrupting that, should we not seek 
to fix that problem? 

Is there a universal rule to this 
laptop problem? I would say yes: I 
think that since the majority fails to 
use them correctly, laptops should 
be taken out. (I also enjoy the 
Prince, by Machiavelli.) Of course, 
even without laptops there can 
always be paper doodling or note- 
passing, so perhaps laptops are just 
a different vent. In spite of that, I 
would still argue against having 
laptops in the classroom, because 
they serve as additional distraction 
to those around—especially in 
rooms 213 and 214, in which all 
those back rows have clear views. 
Seeing as I don’t make policy, 
laptops are still allowed. But I 
would ask and encourage you to 
think more carefully about what 
you do in class, with or without 
laptops. 
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my class, I held up a world 

map which placed Australia 

in the centre and at the top 

of the map. Students tilted 
their heads and smirked as if I 
was playing a joke. I asked them 
why they assumed that North 
America should be placed front 
and centre. One student said what 
many were thinking: “Well, that’s 
how a map is supposed to look.” I 
countered by saying that North 
America could be set at any angle 
when viewed from outer space. 
Just as social conditioning can 
affect how we view a geographical 
map, we can also be conditioned to 
view our “career map” in a fixed 
way, seeing only a few options. 


Myopic Vision : 

In career planning it is easy 
to overlook new possibilities. 
Sometimes what we think we know 
blinds us to the new ways God 
wants to work in our life. An artist 
told journalist Bill Myers, “If you 
know what you are looking for, 
you will never see what you do 
not expect to find.” This myopic 
condition is prevalent in diligent 
students who derive a sense of 
security from planning, who cannot 
suspend judgment long enough 
to consider new options. These 
students cling to what is familiar 
and resist moving out of their 
comfort zone. I have heard many 
students say they always assumed 


CAMPUS NEWS 
The Call to Work 


Finding meaning in your chosen career 


they would be a teacher or a 
business manager but then half-way 
through university, these students 
questioned their basic assumptions. 
Their new experiences opened their 
eyes to new interests. 

If we interviewed people in 
established careers, few would 
report that their vocations unfolded 
as they expected. Few people could 
draw straight lines from their early 
plans to their current careers, Many 
are in jobs which they could not 
have imagined. Many would tell 
us they had never considered (or 
dreamed) of such work. The world 
is changing and so are you. Stay 
true to your desires and gifts, but 
remain open to the new ways God 
may want to work through your life. 


Behind the Walls : 
Our temperament can narrow 
our career options, and so can 
the education system itself. 
For all its benefits, the academic 
focus in university (as compared 
to “applied” learning) may stunt 
career development. University 
education tends to separate what 
goes on in our mind from our 
active life. Formal education takes 
place behind classroom walls; 
within those walls we might get 
the impression that learning is for 
the mind only, separate from life. 
As Parker Palmer says, “When our 
teaching and learning get divorced 
from experiential knowledge, we 
foster the great illusion that to have 
thought about a thing is to have 
lived it!” 
The problem in formal education 
is an excessive reliance ‘on the 
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cognitive way of knowing: 
information is separated from 
application. We could be fascinated 
by the study of personality 
disorders in a psychology class 
without ever having met someone 
who is psychotic or clinically 
depressed. We could get an ‘A’ in 
our studies but flunk our career. 
Our research should never be a 
substitute for reality. 

In contrast to passive learning, 
when knowledge is paired with 
action, information is recharged; 
through this process you will come 
to know yourself and your vocation 
better. As you interact with others 
and use your gifts, the outlines of 
your design become clearer. Do 
something to complement your 
studies: volunteer at a food bank, 
go on a mission trip, do a co-op 
placement, be a Residence Advisor, 
run for a Student Senate position, 
organize an environmental action 
group, or curate a college art exhibit. 
The experience may be unsettling, 
invigorating or shocking, but 
the activity will recharge your 
classroom learning and clarify your 
career options, 

These kinds of experiences can 
give you a feel for how a prospective 
career is a fit or mis-fit for you. This 
experiential knowledge is like the 
intuitive sense you have about 
the teaching profession. Through 
watching teachers, and even 
through doing your share of class 
presentations, you have probably 
developed a definite opinion about 
a teaching career, You might love 
or hate the idea of being a teacher, 
but your cla§sroom experience has 


taught you in a way that book 
knowledge never could. 

University is the last chance for 
you to experiment with vocation 
choices and fail safely. Campus 
activities and volunteer experiences 
can test your longings at a time 
when it is relatively easy to change 
career direction. You may hate 
your co-op placement. A trip to 
a developing country may show 
that you could never survive as a 
missionary. Better to confront that 
truth now rather than after you 
enter a career which does not suit 
you. The knowledge of what you 
do not want to do can also help to 
clarify what you do want. 


Reflecting on Your Experience 

As a student you have acquired 
plenty of competence through your 
studies, extra-curricular activities, 
volunteer work, summer jobs and 
leisure activities. The problem, 
however, is that you may fail to 
identify the career-related skills 
within these activities. You tell 
yourself that last summer you were 
just a camp counselor or just a tree 
planter. Really? Such reductionism 
reminds me of T.S. Eliot words, “We 
had the experience but missed the 
meaning.” 

Experience and_ personal 
reflection work together to clarify 
our vocation. Your personal 
history is vast and nuanced, like a 
sprawling landscape—a “middle 
earth” —through which you have 
been journeying all these years. You 
need time to “re-member,” to bring 
together the isolated events, to 
move from a sense of fragmentation 


toward a sense of vocation. Trace 
your holy history—God’s unique 
way of leading you—by looking 
backwards to see the way ahead. 

Writing in a journal will help 
you slow down and reflect on your 
experience. “Thinking” on paper 
is a means to plumb your depths 
for insights. Through journaling, 
your deepest thoughts will rise to 
the surface as they might during a 
conversation with a friend. Maybe 
during the free flow of discussion 
you have found yourself thinking, 
“I didn’t know I knew that!” 
Surprise happens because your 
insights are discovered. Through 
vocational journaling, you are not 
just recording what you already 
know, you are writing to find out 
what you think. A written record 
preserves your thoughts and 
guards against your latest career 
idea elbowing its way to the front 
of your thinking. It ensures that 
long-standing wisdom and new 
ideas are fully heard. A journal is 
a defense against making a rash 
decision because it provides a good 
check and balance. 

When Christ told listeners to 
“Consider the lilies of the field,” 
Jesus invites us to look deeper, 
to pay attention to how God is 
revealed in the ordinary experience. 
He knew that the ordinary can be a 
gateway to God. Look at an acorn 
long enough and you will see an 
oak tree. Behold the bread and wine 
and you will see the Kingdom of 
God. Step back and reflect upon 
your experience and you will see 
the hand of God 
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Senior Staff Writer 


f you've watched TV in the last 
five years, chances are you've 
seen at least one episode of 
Crime Scene Investigation 
(CSI). Since then, it has become a 
pop. culture juggernaut, boasting 
three five video games, 
and one board game. However, 
while the show is accurate in some 
aspects, the format of a weekly 
TV show requires that the show 
take numerous liberties with the 
raw science of forensics. A great 
deal of disinformation exists so 
what is a Redeemer student to do 
with all this misinformation? Who 
would come to shake us out of our 
ignorance? 
On February 28th, Detective 
Sergeant Jim Van Allen came to 
Redeemer, and spoke to a room 
of students in a room filled nearly 
to capacity, approximately 214 
students. Van Allen, a member 
of the OPP’s behavioral sciences 
section and head of the OPP’s 
profiling division spoke about 
criminal profiling. 
Criminal profiling is essentially the 


series, 


study of a specific crime scene and 
the specific evidence to determine 
the psychological makeup of the 
criminal responsible for the crime 
in question. Anyone who has seen 
an episode of CSI has undoubtedly 
encountered an aspect of what the 
criminal profiler does, but the full 
picture of what a profiling team 
does is far more complex. The 
criminal profiler uses psychology 
as he/she examines the crime to 
answer these questions: who could 
have done this, to this victim, at this 
location and time, in this manner? 
Unlike the characters on CSI, this 
is the only part of a profiler’s job. 
The crime scene analysts simply 
examine evidence at the scene, 
photographs of the scene, and 
study their findings in the lab. They 
do not conduct interviews with 
witnesses or apprehend suspects. 
Van Allen began his lecture by 
warning the students in attendance 
that the crime scene photographs 
he would show are graphic and 
may upset some people. He 
encouraged that those who were 
upset by them should feel free 
to leave temporarily rather than 
endure it. Van Allen then moved 
into a comprehensive description 
of the nature of criminal profiling, 
covering a broad assortment of 


Making Poverty History 
One Week at a Time 


Katie McBride 
Senior Staff Writer 


t a glance it may appear that 

Sean Aiken is the poster 
boy for our seemingly attention- 
deficient generation, but there is 
a method and a purpose to his 
madness. Sean Aiken, a 25-year-old 
from Vancouver, British Columbia, 
is hopping across Canada from 
job to job, one week at a time. He 
cleverly calls his mission One Week 
Job. February 26, 2007, he started 
his first job at Whistler Bungee in 
Whistler, BC, and March 5th marks 
the beginning of job number two, 
an assistant for a local television 
station in Vancouver. His plan is 
to continue job-hopping until May, 
and then see how things are going 
at that time. 

You're probably thinking, “What's 
the point?” Good question. When 
asked why he is embarking on 
this seemingly crazy project, 
Aiken says, “I made a promise 
to myself that I am not going to 
settle for a career that I am not 
passionate about. My goal is to 
gain a better understanding of 
what this situation would look like, 
inspire those in my generation in 
similar situations to go after their 
passions, and help raise money 
and awareness for child poverty 
in Canada in the process.” He 
is seeking both individuals and 
corporations to sponsor him for 
his travels and lodging since all 
of the proceeds from each week of 
work are going straight to the Make 
Poverty History campaign. 

According to Aiken, there is no 
minimum amount of money that 
he will work for, and the more 
diverse the job offers, the better. In 
fact, always full of surprises, he is 
most excited about the 
potential of working 
on a farm in Southern 
Saskatchewan for a 
week. He realizes that 
one week on a job is 
not long enough to 
determine whether or 
not that profession is 
the one for him, but he 
expects to gain some 
experience along the 
way while learning 
about the working 
world and himself. 

Aside from the 
fact that this is an 
unconventional way 
to fundraise, Sean 
Aiken's story is so 
intriguing because of 
the heart and passion 
behind the project. 
This young man has 
traveled the world 


and, like so many of us, is not 
quite sure where he fits; what's 
refreshing is that he isn’t satisfied to 
half-heartedly settle into something 
mediocre, something deemed 
‘good enough.’ As a university grad 
with a Business Administration 
degree who was elected class 
valedictorian, it seems that Aiken 
should be gearing up for a typical 
office job; however, he has other 
plans. This dreadlock-sporting free 
spirit is settled on diving headfirst 
into life to find what he is truly 
passionate about. 

Being on the verge of graduating 
from Redeemer and finally entering 
‘the real world,’ I find much 
inspiration in Sean Aiken and his 
ambitious venture. My friend’s 
father once told him that creativity 
is the currency of our generation. I 
still haven’t entirely grasped what 
that means, but I think Aiken with 
his One Week Job demonstrates part 
of this concept. Instead of squeezing 
into the parameters outlined by 
society, Aiken envisioned what he 
wanted to do and found a way to 
accomplish it. 

Under normal circumstances it 
would be impossible to test-drive 
such a vast variety of occupations 
for these short periods of time, 
but with a little innovation, Aiken 
found a way not only to try all 
kinds of jobs, but to raise funds 
and awareness for a worthy cause. 
No one would send him on such 
a project; Aiken had to use some 
creativity and work hard to make 
his vision a reality. It makes me 
wonder what untapped potential 
lies within each of us. With a little 
passion, ambition, and creativity, 
only God knows what we could 
do. 

If you would like to keep up with 
Sean Aiken’s activities or get more 
information regarding this project, 
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factors that are considered in 
finding the answers to the questions 
they need to answer. He cited a 
number of statistics, for example, 
84% of murder victims in North 
America knowing their murderer 
in some way, be it a family member, 
a friend, or a romantic partner. As 
cliché as this often appears to be on 
crime shows, it is true 84% of the 
time. 

Van Allen also discussed the risk 
levels that a victim takes, though 
he was clear to assert that the victim 
is never at fault. He also discussed 
the risk levels that the criminal 
takes. Someone involved in criminal 
activities runs a higher risk of being 
a victim of a violent or sexual 
crime, whereas children, elderly, 
and law-abiding citizens run a very 
low risk of becoming victims of 
violent sexual crime. In the same 
way, a criminal who commits a 
murder in broad daylight is not 
going to be similar to a criminal 
who painstakingly plans a murder 
to the point where the p possibility 
for witnesses or physical evidence 
is left to chance. 

Crime scenes can also indicate 
what kind of criminal past the 
perpetrator of a murder has. For 
example, the speaker noted that a 
murderer who stays in the home of 


Joshua Eriksen: 
I’m giving up my brain. | don’t know 
how I'll make it through the month. 


Paul Lubberts: 
| gave up beer - Dr. Payton 
influenced me. 


your engines! 


Enter the “CGA Ontario One-Hour Accounting Contest” for college and university students on March 23, 2007, 


LINE UP ONLINE TO WIN UP TO $5,000 IN CASH. 


The Certified General Accountants of Ontario (CGA Ontario) invites 
you to enter its new online accounting contest. First, sign up al 
www.cgaontario.org/ contest and obtain a user name and password 
for the contest, To qualify for the competition, you must complete 
this task by Thursday, March 22, 2007. When you login to complete 
the contest you must choose between two levels of difficulty to test 
your accounting and financial skills. This step must be done before 
3 p.m, on Friday, March 23, 2007, (the day of the contest). 

The competition begins promptly at 4 p.m. (on that same day) and 
lasts for one hour, Eligibility is restricted to students ourrently 
enrolled at an Ontario university or college. 


Questions 


CHOOSE YOUR TIER OF CHALLENGE. 

Eligible and registered students choose between two levels of 
difficulty; both tiers offer cash and scholarship prizes (see below) 
Remember to choose your level of difficulty carefully, because this 
decision could earn or cost you the win 


A REWARDING EXPERIENCE. 
Tier 1: Basic- and Intermediate-Level Financial Accounting 


1st place = $4,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards 
the CGA program of professional studies 


CRIME SCENE 


their victim after they have already 
committed the crime is likely to 
have a history of breaking and 
entering. Van Allen summarized 
this by stating that “criminals 
crawl, walk, and then run.” 

However, this guest lecture was not 
all facts and statistics. He showed 
crime scene photographs (many of 
which were quite graphic, a few 
of which had to be censored) and 
asked the class to offer insights 
and what stuck 
those anomalies and visual clues, 
such as debris, blood spatter (not 
splatter), and the body position of 
the victim in the crime scene would 
help narrow down the personality 
type of the perpetrator. Van Allen 


out, and how 


John Krueger: 
| gave up coffee after 30 years | 
ever threw out my coffee machine. 


Celebrity gossip websites, they took 
up alot of my time. 


Brad Melle: 

I’m giving up fastfood, pop, 
chips, chodolate and candy, but 
every time | desire them | pray for 
someone 


Alison Oltof: 
| gave up sugars and watching 
movies with my boyfriend so we 


could spend more time talking . 


3rd place 


Questions 


1st place 


2nd place 


3rd place 


CERTIFIED GENERAL ACCOUNTANTS OF ONTARIO 


2nd place = $2,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards 
the CGA program of professional studies 
$1,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards 
the CGA program of professional studies 


Tier 2: Intermediate- and Advanced-Level Financial Accounting 


$5,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards 
the CGA program of professional studies 
$3,000 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards 
the CGA program of professional studies 
$1,500 cash and a scholarship worth $5,000 towards 
the CGA program of professional studies 


EVEN MORE INCENTIVE TO WIN. 

The university or college that boasts a first-place team in either tier 
receives & donation of $5,000 from CGA Ontario awarded to its 
accounting department 

Additional information about the format of the contest and the rules 
and regulations is available at www.cga-ontario.org/contest 


INVESTIGATION 


= 


seemed to enjoy seeing what the 
students focused on and what types 
of clues to the personality of the 
killer (or killers) are present in the 
crime scene. 
Overall, the 
exceptionally 
Van Allen's 
and humour 
three hour 
and intellectually 


presentation was 
and 
attitude 
the 
interesting 
stimulating. 
Profiling, dramatic and 
sexy as CSI makes it out to be, but 
it’s absolutely in crimes 
where the motives and perpetrators 


interesting, 
encouraging 
helped keep 


lecture 
isn’t as 
essential 


are unclear, and is an absolutely 
fascinating area of study. 


Cindy Veld: 
I'm giving up “giving up for lent” 
for lent. 


Katrina VandenBerg: 
Chocolate! And it’s been soo 
hard...formal is chocolate! 
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ARTS @& ENTERTAINMENT 
A Look Into Scorcese’s World 


Christianity, Content, and Creativity 


Ryan Sero 
Junior Staff Writer 


or years Martin Scorcese 
couldn’t quite do it, but this 
year the director of films 
such as Taxi Driver (1976), 
Raging Bull (1980) and Goodfellas 
(1990), did it: he won an Oscar. His 
work was recognised as nothing 
short of brilliant by everyone. Many 
admirers including critics, art snobs, 
and meatheads lined up outside the 
theatre because they recognized 
that this movie “looked cool.” 
Yeah, those guys missed the point 
but they still liked it. Until now, 
Scorcese had never commanded an 
academy award win: neither best 
picture nor best director. This year, 
with his Boston crime movie The 
Departed (2006), he has both. 

I thought it would be a good time 
to take a good, hard look at Scorcese, 
my fledgling (but growing) love 
of this cinematic genius, and what 
his movies mean to pop-culture 
and Christianity. Read that again: 
Christianity. A lot of debate and 
discussion has sprung from talking 
about film and Christianity, but this 
is a slightly different case and things 
will hit closer to home. Scorcese had 
more to do with Christianity than 
most other films. There is more to 
come on that later: skip down to the 
section on religion, see if I care. 

First, 1 took a look at the 
background of Martin Scorcese. 
For the uninitiated, Martin Scorcese 
(skor-SAY-zee) makes films that 
are violent, messy, psychologically 
deep, and basically true. Even 
when using fictional characters 
and events, he fills up his gripping 
action/drama films with the right 
injection of cold, frightening and 
often, funny, social/ psychological 
insight. With Taxi Driver, he looked 
at an antisocial taxi driver. His 
stuff usually involved seedier 
elements of society, like gangsters 
or underworld-types such as 
seen in Gangs of New York (2002) 
or Goodfellas. He often seems to 
have Robert DeNiro or Leonardo 
DiCaprio in leading roles. 


If | Had A Million Dollars... 
I'd buy better seats 


Ashley Rattner 
Junior Staff Writer 


he Barenaked Ladies 

Friday, February 16, 2007 

was arguably the most 

Canadian night of my life: 
I saw a Barenaked Ladies concert 
in the Skydome and then ate at a 
Tim Horton's. The only words that 
come to mind to describe our seats 
are synonymous with “feces,” and 
I immediately felt as though this 
could be in the running for my 
worst concert ever. We were among 
about 20,000 other concertgoers 
and the vast majority of them 
were in front of us. I’ve been to 
innumerable concerts, but most of 
them were small venues in New 
England. The crowds of people 
that filled the ACC, though mind- 
boggling, were mostly just in my 
way. The stranger to my right was 
in high risk of spilling her beer on 
me [lame “feels just like I’m falling 
for the first time” plug omitted]. 

I was discouraged. Then I 
remembered that Ben Folds concert 
in 2004, at the Orpheum in Boston, 
in which we had an excellent view 
of Ben Folds’ bassist, but could 
not see Ben Folds himself no 
matter which way we squirmed 
or leaned. I remember that when 
he played the high notes, we 
would all lean over and hope 


Most of his films are plastered in messy, grimy violence 

with swearing littered throughout. Nudity and sex are 

never as rampant as these other elements, but they are 

still disturbingly present. Yet, Scorcese has this to say: 

“My whole life has been movies and religion. That's it. 
Nothing else.” 


What draws us to his films? | 
first discovered his films about 
three years ago around the same 
time I started my journey here at 
Redeemer. The first one 1 saw was 
Taxi Driver; | spent 113 minutes in 
enraptured awe. I had never seen 
DeNiro perform with such good 
acting skill. I had never seen a film 
psychologically pry into the mind 
of its main character so completely, 
yet so subtly. And, while I had often 
seen a film explode at the end into 
a violent tirade, it was rare that 
it seemed like such a beautiful (if 
pathetic or futile) gesture. 

I started to watch more and more 
of Scorcese’s work. At the same 
time, I matured and developed 
Spiritually and _ intellectually. 
Many courses about theatre or 
religion, conversations about 
Christianity and other experiences 


to catch a glimpse of his hand. 
No, whatever happened tonight 
would have to be better than that. 

The next thing that really got 
my goat was the amount of 
commercials profaning my concert- 
going experience. The television 
screens pushed this “worthy cause” 
and that. David Suzuki even came 
onstage and blathered about some 
new ploy in which we can all save 
the environment or something. 
As he walked onstage, the 
entire audience screamed in one 
synchronize yelp, then applauded 
wildly. | was alarmed. Who was 
this man? How did everyone else 
in the building recognize him 
except for me? Could I blame the 
view from my seat? After his face 
was magnified and I still could not 
for the life of me figure out who 
this man was, | broke down and 
asked the girl next to me. “That's 
David Suzuki,” as though that was 
obvious. “The famous Canadian 
scientist,” she responded to my 
blank stare. I said I was American 
and she nodded apologetically. 
I needed none of her pity! 
I actually enjoyed the opening 
band, I can’t remember their name 
for the life of me, but I went to the 
music store today and wandered 
around the “Rock/Pop” aisles, 
hoping it would come to me. It 
didn’t. Anyway, they covered a 
Beatles song and such things tend 


in daily life primed me for a fuller 
understanding of the sheer art that 
went into Seorcese’s work. By the 
time I got to Gangs of New York, 1 
could feel the palpable love Martin 
had for that Gi history, and 
most of all for the raw people that 
make it (literally and figuratively). 
The camera angles are there and the 
acting is superb, but Scorcese grants 
unto his films a unique je ne sais pas. 
It is evident throughout that he 
loves his job: 

“..1 Still get excited by it all. That, 
I hope, will never disappear,” he 
says. 

So, what is all this rubbish about 
movies and religion? Why did | 
brag that Scorcese had more to do 
with Christianity than most other 
films? You probably might not be 
able to watch his films and guess 
the answer. Most of his films are 


to make my day. 
Besides, one of 
the guys was 
from Hamilton. 
I go to school 
there, you know. 
Then the 
Barenaked 
Doemee ie s 
themselves came 
on. I remember 
being a young 
girl of about 
five or six in the 
grassy meadows 
of suburban 
New York and 
my dad would 
play “If 1 Had a 
Million Dollars” 
for my brother 
and me. We 
would jump on 
his bed and my 
mom would 
say in a cynical 
tone, “The 
Barenaked Ladies? Bill, what are 
you letting our kids listen to?” 
and we would listen closer, not 
knowing that the only objectionable 
material was jn the name. 

I'm the sort of person who 
always intends to memorize the 
set list, then loses focus by about 
the third song. They did play 
some excellent gongs, however, 
The Barenaked Ladies were witty. 


plastered in messy, grimy violence 
with swearing littered throughout. 
Casino (1995) comes in 3rd on a list 
of movies with most uses of the F- 
word (402 in 178 minutes). Nudity 
and sex are never as rampant as 
these other elements, but they 
are still disturbingly present. Yet, 
Scorcese has this to say: “My whole 
life has been movies and religion. 
That's it. Nothing else.” 

Wow. Think about that. Now chew 
on this: he briefly considered being 
a priest. He is a self-admittedly 
lapsed Catholic but still claims to 
live according to a Christian Faith. 
That Christianity can claim such an 
imaginative film icon is impressive, 
but what do we do with him? 

That is to say, since he is claiming 
to be making films from a Christian 
perspective, we must now think 
about his motivations: is he or is he 
not? If he is a genuine Christian, he 
is going about things in ways the 
majority of Christians don’t care for 
or are even appalled by. Here’s my 
position: he is making films from 
a Christian perspective and we 
should at worst accept that and at 
best champion it. 

Maybe that’s difficult for some 
people, but that is my statement 
and my argument. When Scorcese 
makes films the way that he does, 
he makes them from a position of 
the true artist with true Christian 
perspective. That is to say, he 
desires to make us (the viewer of his 
art) think, feel and change based on 
what we see. His art is designed to 
use a blend of fiction and reality to 
reveal to us truth, to make us yearn 
for truth and to yearn for it in the 
world created by his art. 

I believe that he does this very 
effectively by showing us the lives 
of the men and women who built 
New York, the slummy reality of a 
tortured man, or the true-life story 
of a gangster growing up through 
the mid-late twentieth century. 
Thus, if he is revealing these things 
truthfully, why do we dislike it? 

Let me re-phrase this: as an artist, 
he has an obligation to show things 
as they are, as any artist does. Should 
we be offended by offensive content 
in paintings? No, nor should we in 


film, as long as this content is not 
gratuitous, but pushes forward the 
concepts and powerful forces of the 
art. Scorcese does this. It is true that 
The Departed has 237 F-words in it, 
but so what? Have you ever talked 
to an Irish-Catholic gang member 
from the scummy side of Boston? 
How do you imagine they talk? 

It is the message his films convey 
and the truths laid down in them 
that matter. His films are built 
around themes like loyalty, honour, 
tragedy or crime. Most importantly, 
Christian themes such as “fallen 
mankind” or “sacrifice” play heavily 
in his works. We should respect this 
and realise that Scorcese is telling 
the stories that Christians should 
be telling but aren't. Read Genesis 
and ask yourself if everything 
was fresh bouquets of roses? Read 
Song of Solomon looking for some 
seamy elements and remember 
that they’re not just metaphors: he’s 
talking about sex. 

We as Christians avoid or dodge 
heavy issues in the Bible because 
many of us can’t deal with it. “La- 
di-da” Christians think everything 
should be sweet smelling roses and 
that religion needs to be in stiff suits 
to be “good.” I believe that people 
who think in such a manner have 
a worse-off faith than those who 
can look at art, look at reality and 
see that it is not all fun. Sometimes, 
life sucks and it’s usually messy 
and grimy. However, we can, with 
help, pick ourselves up from that 
and aspire to much more. Getting 
out of the grit and into that which 
is “better than ourselves” is at 
the heart of many of Scorcese’s 
masterpieces. 

It is for this reason that he deserves 
that Oscar perched on his shelf. He 
is an artist and a filmmaker that 
is brilliant at touching on matters 
that are at the core of what it is to 
be a Christian. Maybe he is a true 
Christian and maybe not, but his 
films are influenced by his faith, 
past or present. Probably his movies 
aren't for everyone, some people 
just don’t like gangster movies, but 
they are made for everyone. 

Now, go watch Taxi Driver. 


Christian Graduate 
Education. 

It’s a dirty job, but 
someone’s gotta do it. 


The Institute for Christian Studies is a graduate school in interdisciplinary 
philosophy offering students a unique experience of academic community 


INSTITUTE FOR CHRISTIAN STUDIES 
Christian Graduate Education 


www.icscanada.edu 


They were surprising. They played 
songs I had forgotten existed and 
songs I knew were coming and 
songs that were dear to my heart. 
They rapped off the tops of their 
heads and taught us the universal 
symbol for Toronto, They danced 
in well-choreographed ways. The 
bassist reminded me of a guy who 
would smile with his mouth open 
and kick his bright red sneakers in 
the air in a very 90s fashion, and in 


the back of the mind I knew it was 
because it was once true. They were 
amazing. What more can be said? 
Go see the Barenaked Ladies. It is 
even worth the barrage of nudity 
jokes (most of which are, verbatim: 
“You want to see the Barenaked 
Ladies? Gross!”) that your friends 
and acquaintances will subject you 
to in the weeks leading up to the 
show. 
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No matter what your Peu importe la nature 
university education, de vos études 

you can enjoy a career’ universitaires, vous 
with a difference in pouvez benéficier d’une 
the Canadian Forces. carriere différente dans 


les Forces canadiennes. 


Engineers 


Physiotherapists Ingénieurs 


Social Workers Physiotherapeutes 


¢ Pilots ¢ Travailleurs sociaux/ 
¢ Doctors travailleuses sociales 
¢ Nurses ¢ Pilotes 

¢ Pharmacists ¢ Médecins 


Naval Officers Infirmiers/infirmiéres 


Pharmaciens/ 


To learn more, pharmaciennes 


contact us today. Officiers de marine 
Pour obtenir de plus 
amples renseignements, 
veuillez communiquer 
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Combattez avec les Forces canadiennes 
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Choir Profile 
Sarah Vedder 


Year: 4 

Major/ Minor: English Honours 
Major and History Minor with 
Bachelor of Education 

Number of years with the choir: 3 
Section of the choir: Alto 

Favourite musical piece from choir: 
“0 Magnum” by Lauridsen and 
Handel’s “Messiah” 


Best experience with the choir: My first year meeting a great new group of people and 

learning the mass work of “Messiah” 

Feeling you get when you're on stage: Exhilarating thrill to perform and show everyone God's 

gift of choral music 

Other areas of interest in music: Piano 

Favourite type of music: very eclectic taste, including choral, pop, country, instrumental, 

and hip-hop 

Least favourite type of music: Heavy metal 

If you could change one thing about Redeemer’s choir it would be: the perception of non- 

choir members that we are a “clique” 

Unique fact about yourself: | get more excited about Dill Pickle chips than any other food 

Favourite movies: Little Women and Love Actually 

Place you want to see most in the world: England 

Most inspirational scripture and why: Isaiah 41:13 - “For | am the Lord your God who takes 

hold of your right hand and says to you, Do not fear; | will help you.” This passage has been 
fy comforting for many years of my life and | rejoice that | am able to be ina trusting 

relati hip with my Saviour. 


Overheard 


“Can | be a Crown quote?” One Care; For the spiritual and academic education of school aged children. This coincides 
5 i with my career goal of becoming a teacher and providing kids with a caring leader who 
-Aileen Hovin gh models Christian values and encourages academic achievement. 


“| think Corianne would be a good mom 
because she’s so mom-my.” 
-Aileen Hovingh 


Want to teach overseas? 


Christian Reformed World Missions has 


és : : ‘'07-'08 opportunities in: 
| can see you loving a big red dog.” r 


-Natalie Dumoulin to Angela Wiersma 7 Nicaragua, Philippines, 
‘China, Lithuania, Japan, and more.: 
“Senate breeds alcoholism.” . 7 
-Julie Konyndyk 


“O Lord, help me to be pure, but not yet.” 
-Saint Augustine” 


“Learning history is like partying with the 
people of the past!” 
-Dr. Provost 


“If you’re married, you’re not singing.” 
“Your deceased brother will take you in.” 
-Gene Haas 


“If you don’t have the money (for the other 
text book), maybe you can 
shoplift...1 think they're having a sale this 
week. Maybe they'll be 
distracted. But you didn’t hear me say 
this.” 

-Dr. J. Van Rhys 


LEADERSHIP ¢hromes UNDERSTANDING 
1280 Main Street West Hamilton, ON LOS 4K) 


